
We remember …. 
 
 

                              
 
 

As we look at the sacrifices which were made for us and for our 
safety at home during WWI and II and all other wars, we realize 
that so much of what we take for granted today such as - sugar, 
meat, butter, tea, coffee, and maple syrup, to name just a few, 
were rationed during WW II right here in Canada. But the major 
thing we tend to take for granted is our safety and security. 
 
Life changed in many ways at home during these wars – women 
left home to work in factories; they went overseas as nurses; rolled 
bandages; wrapped food parcels to be sent overseas; they ran the 
family farms; built aircraft and ships and worked in munitions 
factories. Fathers, brothers, and sons – brave men who – went 
overseas to help secure peace for other countries so there could be 
peace at home in Canada. Many gave their lives in the effort to 
secure safety for the world that God provided as a home for us.  
 
This year our attention has been drawn particularly to the 100th 
anniversary of the outbreak of WW I. There are no longer any 
living Canadian veterans from this war. How do we remember 
when we never had the experience and when those who were 
there are gone? The words and images of those who did serve 
their country in that time do survive. It is possible for us, in the 
midst of plenty, to reflect on their privation – for us.  
 

In more recent years, members of the Canadian Armed Forces 
have served as peacekeepers and as a part of multinational 
efforts to combat terrorism in Afghanistan and elsewhere. 
Evidence has shown that many of those who have served in these 
situations have been deeply affected by their service. We need to 
be aware of the ongoing need to support the current and former 
members of our military. While we give thanks for the relative 
safety and security we enjoy in this country we need to reflect on 
the many places in our world where such safety is only a dream. 
 
So as we move from this Remembrance Sunday to the actual 
Remembrance Day on November 11th, we offer the following three 
prayers, one for each day leading up to and including  
Remembrance Day, for you to use at home.  
 
Sunday, November 9th 
Gracious God, in a few days we will remember all those who have 
served during the many wars and peacekeeping missions which 
have been undertaken to keep our country and this world safe. 
We have not learned very well how to live in peace. We pray that 
you will move our hearts to love one another, to seek peace in all 
our actions and to be aware that it’s about the world.   Amen 
 
Monday, November 10th  
Loving God, help us to remember the sacrifices of the many men, 
women and families over the centuries, who gave up so much, to 
secure peace here at home and abroad. Teach us fresh new ways 
to make peace with our neighbours so no more lives will need to 
be sacrificed in the name of peace. Help us to love our neighbours 
and to see the face of Christ in them. Amen 
 
Tuesday, November 11th 
God of amazing Love, today as we go to the Cenotaph, fill our 
hearts with gratitude and endless wonder at the love of those who 
served and those gave their lives for us and others. Help us to 
honour and remember them.  Show us your pathways to peace so 
that others will know it’s about the world and your love for all of 
creation. Amen 
 
We encourage you to take whatever opportunity you have this 
week to say ‘Thank you’ to a veteran.  


